General experimental. Mass spectrometry was performed at the Mass Spectroscopy Unit at the Department of Chemistry, Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong (China). Deuterated solvents for NMR purposes were obtained from Armar and used as received. 1 t, triplet; q, quartet; m, multiplet; br, broad. All NMR data were acquired and processed using standard Bruker software (Topspin).
Syntheses. 2-(1-(4-chlorobenzyl)-5-methoxy-2-methyl-1H-indol-3-yl) acetic acid (4).
Compound 4 was synthesized according to a literature report. Photophysical measurement. Emission spectra, lifetime measurements and luminescence quantum yields were determined according to a reference. Fig. S15 . HPLC chromatogram of complex 2 using 30% H2O and 70% MeOH as eluent.
Fig. S16
. UV/Vis spectra of complex 1 (1 μM) in acetonitrile and PBS buffer (pH = 7.4).
